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I. A Beginner’s Guide to Growing Roses

Many gardeners have
considered growing roses, but were afraid that it might be too
great of a challenge. The wide range of colors make rose gardening
quite appealing, even to the novice. The growing your own roses can
provide many hours of outdoor enjoyment, not to mention the
beautiful and colorful bouquet, centerpieces your can create. Roses
are easy to grow as long as you provide enough food, sunlight and
water. In fact, roses are quite hardy and can tolerate some
neglect.

There are thousands of varieties of roses
available online and from your local garden store. Roses can be
grown from cuttings or seeds. There are bush or shrub varieties and
vining and dwarf varieties. Roses can be grown outdoors in the
garden or on a sunny patio or windowsill as long as they get at
least six hours of sunlight each day.

Roses also need good drainage to prevent root
rot and other soil borne diseases. The soil should be light and
airy so that the roots can expand as the plant grows. If you intend
to grow your roses in a pot, be sure to use a quality potting
soil.

Add a three inch layer of compost or dried
manure to the area where you intend to plant roses. Remove any
stones or other debris. Turn the soil to a depth of about 12".

 

Dig a hole about two feet in diameter and one
foot deep, setting aside the soil. Mix organic compost or dried
manure to the soil in a 1:1 ratio. Place the starter rosebush into
the hole and add the soil-compost mix. Tamp the soil lightly around
the plant, adding more loose soil to build up a mound around the
base of the plant. Water the rose bush thoroughly to get it off to
a good start.

Roses need lots of nutrients so it is a good
idea to add a regular side dressing of organic fertilizer. These
can be found at your local gardening store or online. Rose food is
available in granular of liquid form. Liquid fertilizers allow for
more immediate feeding and often result in quicker, more energetic
growth.

Roses need to be pruned in late winter or
early spring while the plant is dormant. Remove any dead leaves and
withered stems. During summer growth, dead flowers should be
removed regularly since they take energy from any buds that are
forming.

When selecting varieties of roses to grow,
beginners should start with Knockout, Shrub, Bonica, or Easy
Elegance varieties. These varieties are robust and require little
care. They are available in many shades of red, pink, and white. As
your knowledge of growing roses increases, you can venture to grow
some of the more colorful and exotic varieties.

Rose gardening is a great hobby and an
enjoyable past-time. Set aside an area of your outdoor garden
specifically for roses. You can also start a few plants in pots.
The pots can be placed above ground in the garden or on a patio or
sunny window sill. A few roses will add color and a delightful air
beauty to your garden.
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