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 Why
Build a Website?
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Hello! I'm Ray Tan.

I'm guessing you're reading this eBook
because you want to build a website.

I've taught numerous people to build their
own website by following a few simple steps.

And I cannot code at all.

Quite frankly, I got very frustrated at all
the conflicting, confusing information on the internet to setting
up a website by my own several years back.

So I'm motivated to make this as simple as
possible for you.

And no, you do not need to learn how to
code.

Since website building tools and resources
get updated so quickly (much faster than I can update an eBook),
what I've decided is to break down this guide into 2 parts.


Part 1: Read this eBook
to learn the Key Concepts

In this eBook, I'll cover the "key concepts"
of website building in this eBook. Here, you'll be able to quickly
finish the book and get an overview of what you need to set up a
website.


Part 2: Visit my website
for "click-by-click" steps

If you stay to the end of
the book, I “promise” to give you a link to my most
up to date "click-by-click" guides on my website itself. It's a lot
more interactive, as I share the steps in extreme
details with screenshots, videos. It also includes many of my
personal recommendations and easy to use tools.

So take this as a 2-part eBook.

Ready? Here we go.


 Step #1: Installing a Website

We're all used to browsing the internet
these days, and we often take it for granted.

But frankly, what is a website?

Websites are simply bits of computer
files, stored on some computers and delivered to website
visitors when they type an address into their web browser.

Now, there are obviously code and logic
behind these files, but you don't have to try to understand them (I
didn't try to do so, and am able to build a site by myself).

All you need to ask yourself is "what do
I exactly need to do to get a working website?".

In this section, I'll share how anyone can
install a website by themselves in 5 minutes, without
needing a programmer to help them.

Here we go!


 1) Decide on a Domain Name

A domain name is basically your web
address.

Often, people use either their business
name (e.g. Google), or their real name (e.g. Ray Tan) as
the domain name.

For example, google.com is a
domain name.

Notice how it has 2 parts to it? "google"
and ".com"

.com is the most common top level
domain. This is favored by many, and I prefer .com as well. This
also means that most domain names with .com are taken, so you'll
have to be fairly creative to come up with a name.

Other common top level domain names are
.net and .org.

So google.com is a domain
name. google.net is a separate domain
name altogether. Similarly for google.org.

It takes time to find a domain name you
want that is not taken. But this is a very important step,
because people are going to associate you with your domain name,
and you are going to create email addresses like me@myname.com.

So once you've decided on what domain name
you want, we can move on to the next step.


 2) Sign Up for a Webhost

So you've decided on the domain name you
want.

How websites work is that each time someone
keys a web address on his/her web browser (e.g. google.com), it
looks for a bunch of files (your website) that is being stored on a
special computer somewhere in the world.

This special computer is called a
server. A server is a computer that has been specially tuned
just for the purposes of maintaining websites.

No, you can't use your own computer to host
your own website (I've also thought about that before ;)).

So basically, what you're doing is "renting"
a space to keep your website, and have it being served to your
audience 24/7.

And the party you're renting from is called
a webhost.

You can rent a space from a reliable webhost
for $4/mth or less.

The webhost that I use for all my websites
is Bluehost,
and I like them for their reliability and affordability. Some other
reputable webhosts are Hostgator
and WPEngine.


 3) Install the Website

Now that we've covered the
requirements (domain name, webhost), let's talk about the
website itself.

The easiest and best way for a beginner to
set up his/her own website, is to use a Content Management
System (CMS).

A CMS is basically a piece of software that
allows user to manage content on their own easily.

Now, there are several CMS that you can use,
but the best CMS out there that you can use is Wordpress. It
also accounts for its overwhelming popularity.

And did I mention that Wordpress is
free to use?
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Wordpress is overwhelmingly used by
both prominent, high profile, high traffic websites like
The New Yorker and beginners
from personal sites, business sites, personal blogs and more.

To use Wordpress, you'll need to install
it on the webhosting space you signed up for.

To install Wordpress (it’s free to use), in
your webhosting account, simply click on "Install" like
this.
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Once you've done that, a complete, new and
100% usable website is waiting for you.
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Total time to sign up for a webhost and
install Wordpress - 5 minutes.

Is it really that easy?

I’m glad you asked! That’s really all to it!
And that’s why anyone can set up their own website.

Again, don't be too worried if these steps
seem brief. At the end of this eBook, I'll give you a link to my
comprehensive online tutorial, where I'll show you step-by-step details, with no step skipped.


 Step #2: Change How it Looks

Now, when you install the Wordpress, a
simple, clean-looking default theme is provided to you by
default.

You may want your website to look different
from the default theme that is provided.

Fortunately, we can all have different
looking websites, simply by changing the theme.

Here’s a snapshot of a couple different
theme designs.
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Wordpress is really a community out
there, and thousands of free and paid themes are produced on an
every day basis by developers.

As a user, all you have to do is “pick and
choose” the theme that suits you.

Tip: You can change your theme at any
time. All your existing content will adapt to the new theme you
choose.

Nice!

Here’s some other examples of free Wordpress
themes:
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Can you create a theme from scratch by
yourself? For most people (myself included), the answer is most
likely “no”.

But can you pick and choose a theme that
suits your needs? “Yes, yes!!” You certainly can do so!


 Step #3: Add Content Easily

Adding website content is a lot similar to
regular typing.

Wordpress comes inbuilt with a Visual
Editor to put up your information. This behaves quite a bit
like Microsoft Word, which you may be used to.
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You can easily type into the Visual Editor
to add text.

You can also add images easily:
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Linking to other websites is also a
breeze.
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You can also add other media types, like
YouTube videos and more..

So, if you’re used to using a document
editor like Microsoft Word, it’ll be quite easy for you to adapt to
the Visual Editor in Wordpress.

For most people, the inbuilt Visual Editor
will be the main form of content creation. In my tutorial, I'll
also share other great tools to editing your content.


 Step #4: Add Great Features

So far, you've learnt the basic ideas behind
installing your own website, changing the theme, and adding
content.

You can also easily add great
features (called “plugins”) like the ones below to your
website.






Contact Form

Let your website visitors contact you
through a contact form.
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Social Sharing

Let your readers share your posts with
social sharing buttons.
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Facebook Box

Let people like your Facebook page directly
on your site, and see who else is liking your Facebook Page.
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Google Maps

Add Google Maps to point people to your
office/business.
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The above are just a couple of “add-ons”
that you can add to your website.

There are a whole lot more of plugins out
there, such as forums, commenting.. the sky's the limit on plugins.
There are thousands and thousands of plugins available for you to
use.

In fact, every good website owner should
also install a couple of basic plugins, including security
(to protect against malicious attackers) and back up plugins
(to make sure you always keep a copy of your site).

Thankfully, there are a TON of great, free
plugins out there that you can use, and I'll be recommending some
of my favorite ones to you.


 Ready for PART 2?

Congratulations!! You've just
completed this eBook, and have gotten a good overview
about website building.

Give yourself a pat on the back!

Are you surprised that it was this short? I
didn't think you'll want to read a 200-page eBook either ;)

I've deliberately kept it short and sweet,
so you can quickly grasp the concepts, and get on to the actual
building with my "click-by-click" steps.

To get down to the actual, practical
details, visit my detailed tutorial by clicking
the button below.
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You can also visit the page here:

http://www.bootstrapwebsite.com/build-website-blog

Be sure to check it out as it has complete
explanations, videos and tools that will help you, so you won't
miss a step.

Now enjoy your website building journey
:)

- Ray


 Share this eBook

Look, I'm totally cool if you'll like to
share this eBook to any of your friends. If you can help a friend
by forwarding this ebook, by all means do so.

To download the PDF version of this book,
visit http://www.bootstrapwebsite.com/ebook-website






Have fun!

- Ray
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